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the assignment is not valid. These two conditions differ-
entiate the assignment from the grant.

(c) The grantees are from the class of the beneficiaries
of the fa'y who are stipendiaries (murtaziqah} of the
diwcLn, in other words, soldiers (ahl al-jaysh). These peo-
ple are the fittest (akhass) of all to be grantees of the
kharaj, for they receive stipends to which they are entitled
in consideration of the services they have rendered in fight-
ing the enemies of Islam and in defending its sacred terri-
tories. Since a grant to these people is valid, the next thing
to consider is the nature of the kharaj revenue granted, for
it may be of two kinds. It may be in the nature of a poll-
tax (jizyah}, or it may be in the nature of a rental (ufrah).

If the kharajx granted is the jizyaih, inasmuch as the jiz-
yah is not levied forever, but only as long* as the taxpayer
is persisting in his unbelief, it is not lawful to grant it for
a term longer than one year, because the grantee is not
assured of its collection after 'the year. When a grant is
made for one year, if it is after the tax has fallen due, it
is valid, but if it is made during the year before the tax
has yet become due, then there are two ways of looking at
the situation: If the condition of lapse of a year in respect
to the jisyah is considered to have been meant for the con-
venience of payment, the grant is valid; but if it is said that
the lapse of a year is necessary in order for the tax to be-
come due, it is not valid.

If, however, the kharaj granted is the rental of the
ground, which is due permanently, its grant for a term of
more than one year is valid, and it need not be limited to
one year. In fact, the grant of this latter kind of kharaj
may be in one of the following three forms.

1 The word khardj, besides the land tax, Its more common meaning,
may also mean any tribute. In this latter sense in which it is here
used by al-Mawardi, khardj applies to the jijsyah as well as to the
khardj (land tax) proper.